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Goal AG-4 Promote niche and specialty agriculture. 

Policies 

AG-P4.1 The County recognizes and supports the role of small farms 
growing specialty products in Butte County.    

AG-P4.2 The County shall provide education and outreach to support 
farmers in diversifying their products.   

AG-P4.3 The County shall facilitate the establishment of specialty 
farming areas that grow high value crops, such as organic and 
heirloom products and fruits, nuts and vegetables.   

AG-P4.4 The County shall encourage the establishment of small-scale 
agriculture uses such as specialty crops, organic farming, 

Olive orchard in the Oroville hills.  Photo courtesy of Paula Kelso, General Plan 2030 Citizens Advisory 
Committee member.   
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specialized animal facilities and agricultural research 
operations on small parcels of land in existing agricultural 
areas.    

AG-P4.5 The Unique Agriculture Overlay land use and zoning 
designation shall be applied to areas where farmstays, 
education and local retail sales are appropriate in order to 
support agritourism.   

AG-P4.6 The Unique Agriculture Overlay shall be approved where it 
can be demonstrated that an area has unique agricultural, 
historic and cultural significance to Butte County.   

AG-P4.7 Limited visitor-serving commercial uses, such as wineries and 
specialty produce markets, shall be allowed in agricultural 
areas with approval of a Use Permit, to ensure continued 
agricultural use and compatibility with surrounding uses.   

AG-P4.8 Uses that are designed to support on-site agricultural pursuits, 
such as direct product sales, processing, farm-based tourism, 
quasi-agricultural operations and agricultural research, shall be 
allowed on land designated for Agriculture, subject to the 
design review and development standards contained in the 
Zoning Ordinance.  Such uses shall meet the following 
criteria:   

a. The use will not require the extension of sewer or water.  

b. The use does not substantially detract from agricultural 
production on-site or in the area.  

c. The use does not create a concentration of commercial uses 
in the immediate area.  
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d. The use is compatible with and does not adversely impact 
surrounding land uses.   

e. The use provides for adequate traffic circulation.   
 

Goal AG-5 Reduce conflicts between urban and agricultural uses and 
between habitat mitigation banking and agricultural uses. 

Policies 

AG-P5.1 Agricultural uses shall be the primary uses within the 
Agriculture land use designation.  Residential uses, such as a 
farmer’s home, and habitat mitigation banking uses shall be 
considered accessory uses.   

AG-P5.2 Urban development and habitat mitigation banking uses shall 
not limit the financial sustainability of agricultural operations.   

Residential uses adjacent to agriculture in Butte County. Photo courtesy of the Butte County Department of 
Development Services. 
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AG-P5.3 The Zoning Ordinance shall require that a buffer be 
established on property proposed for residential development 
in order to protect existing agricultural uses from 
incompatible use conflicts.  The desired standard shall be 300 
feet, but may be adjusted to address unusual circumstances.*   

AG-P5.4 Land divisions that separate a farmer’s home or an agricultural 
processing facility from the agricultural land shall be 
prohibited, unless the lot split meets the minimum lot size 
requirement of the zoning district.   

AG-P5.5 To protect agricultural areas from flooding, all 
urban/residential development projects shall provide a 
drainage plan prepared by a registered civil engineer that, at a 
minimum, addresses:  

a. Pre-development drainage conditions for the development 
site, including peak runoff rates and runoff volumes.  

b. Post-development drainage conditions, including changes 
in peak runoff rates and runoff volumes.  

c. Off-site drainage or flooding impacts and proposed or 
recommended mitigation measures. 

d. Mechanisms for maintenance of drainage facilities.   

Actions 

AG-A5.1 Periodically update the agricultural buffer setback 
requirements in the Zoning Ordinance and the 
Agricultural/Residential Buffer Implementation Guidelines to 
reduce conflicts between agricultural and residential and non-
residential urban uses.   

AG-A5.2 Periodically update the Right to Farm Ordinance to reflect 
changing practices.    
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AG-A5.3 Develop a program that will inform homebuyers about the 
ramifications of agricultural operations within the Unique 
Agriculture Overlay. 

Goal AG-6 Provide adequate infrastructure and services to support 
agriculture. 

Policies 

AG-P6.1 The County supports the efforts of private landowners and 
public agencies to protect farmers from catastrophic and 
uncontrolled flooding of permanent crops, such as orchards, 
nurseries and other major agricultural investments.  

AG-P6.2 The County shall work with water agencies and irrigation 
districts to improve the distribution of water for agricultural 
uses.   

AG-P6.3 The County supports the provision of transportation 
infrastructure to transport agricultural goods to markets and 
ports.   

Goal AG-7 Support farmworker and farm family housing in agricultural 
areas. 

Policies 

AG-P7.1 Temporary housing for seasonal workers, including 
temporary sanitary and cooking facilities, shall be allowed 
during harvest season subject to applicable building and health 
codes.   
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Actions 

AG-A7.1 Amend the agricultural buffer setback requirements in the 
Zoning Ordinance and the Agricultural/Residential Buffer 
Implementation Guidelines to allow exemptions for farm 
labor housing on agricultural lands.   
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